
Preservation Connecticut Boarding House Painting Project

Request for Quotes

Scope of Work 

The proposed Boarding House painting project and any related repairs will adhere to the 

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. Preparation will 

follow the guidelines and methods outlined in Preservation Brief 10, "Exterior Paint Problems 

on Historic Woodwork" by Kay D. Weeks and David W. Look, AIA. 

The proposed project would begin in the Summer of 2021 and includes the surface preparation 

and repainting of the exterior of the Boarding House. This project will also include the minor 

repair of exterior materials if needed. 

Existing Paint Treatment 

Due to the degree by which paint is peeling (Class III paint damage) from the exterior, this 

project will likely include the removal of the existing layers of paint, specifically in the 

areas most compromised. The northern elevation is especially compromised and will likely 

necessitate the most extensive level of surface preparation (Photograph 2). The other 

elevations-east fa9ade (Photograph 3), south (Photograph 4) and west (Photograph 5)- have 

experienced peeling to a lesser degree and those elevations may only necessitate scraping and 

cleaning before reapplication. 

At any level of surface preparation, the contractor will take extreme care not to damage the 

wooden clapboards or other exterior elements. To this end, preparations will not include the 

excessive use of mechanical abrasion or the use of any chemical treatments. Where possible, 

paint will be removed through a combination of hand abrasion and application of heat using 

appropriate tools such as a heat plate. In areas where scraping and cleaning will suffice before 

new application of paint, the contractor will again limit ( or ideally eliminate) the use of 

mechanical abrasion and chemical application. 

Though most of the early layers of paint were removed in previous restoration efforts, the 

contractor will take proper lead paint precautions when removing paint according to the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Lead Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule (RRP). In 

addition, the contractor or firm will be a EPA RRP certified firm. Renovation work will comply 

with all lead safe work practices as per the Connecticut Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection (CTDEEP). Any employee of the contractor performing renovation 

work must be EPA RRP-certified renovators and must have taken by the time of the project, the 

I-day, EPA-approved training course. 

Paint Preparation 

Once peeling and loose paint has been removed and either bare wood or a solid paint surface has 

been exposed, the surface will be cleaned with water and dried. A high-quality, oil-based primer 

shall be applied to the entire surface once the moisture level of the exterior wood has fallen 

within the manufacturer's specified (mils) levels. Testing of mils level will be checked in several 

areas over several clear-weather days by both the contractor and Preservation CT staff using a 

high­quality moisture meter. Only when moisture readings are consistently within those 

specified by the manufacturer in several areas of the Boarding House, shall the exterior primer 

be applied. 



Painting 

Within the timeframe set by the manufacturer specifications, accounting for relative humidity (RH) 

and temperature, the first coat of Latex-based paint (color white, satin finish) will be applied to the 

surface and allowed to dry per the manufacturer's specifications before a second coat is applied. 

Repair 

There are currently no visible signs that indicate that the Boarding House required repair or 

replacement of wood clapboards or other wood materials on the exterior. If the paint contractor 

discovers any issue in need of repair or in-kind replacement, this will be done in consultation with 

Preservation CT staff and will adhere to the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment 

of Historic Properties. As such, the contractor should be qualified to perform repairs on historic 

wood exteriors or shall provide evidence of a qualified subcontractor when bidding on this project. 

Materials 

The Boarding House will be primed and painted using first-quality materials from a reputable 

manufacture such as Benjamin Moore, Sherwin Williams, or a suitable substitute from another 

manufacturer. 

The Boarding House has four paintable surfaces with a total surface area of 3,067 SF overall. 

This will require approximately 9 gallons of primer, and 18 gallons of paint. 

Please note: Scope of Work can be modified in consultation with Preservation CT staff.

Bids due by June 16, 2021 at 5:00PM. 

Please submit via email to Mike Forino: mforino@preservationct.org and include the following: 
detailed bid, statement of qualifications for working on historic structures and cite relevant 

examples, at least two references and completed CHRO form (below).
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